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Weôre Bringing Selfies Back! 

One of the things we love about our FORCES 
program is when we can capture all of the fun and 
exciting projects, programs and events through our 
photos and yours! So, please share with usð see 
another reminder (and fun photo selfie) on Page 2. 

Pictured above with me ð NYS DEC Reynolds 
Game Farm Manager Evan Wills and our legendary 
FORCES program partner and Parks Commission 
member John Marsellus. Pictured below with með
SUNY ESF FORCES Club Officersðyou will see 
them again on Page 8 in our FORCES club updates! 

In our Spring 2022 FORCES Newsletter, we introduced you all 
to our collaborative efforts with the NYS DEC to create 
FORCES Steward opportunities within the agency. We are 
excited to report that, in addition to our partnership with 
Richard E. Reynolds Game Farm (Page 4), we now have 
FORCES Stewards working within NYS DEC Region 7. For 
more details about this pilot program within the DEC, check out 
Amyôs ñCoordinatorôs Cornerò (Page 3). We are just getting 
started, but we have already had FORCES Stewards that have 
completed internships for both our agenciesðcongrats to 
SUNY ESF students Shawna Mulvihill and Gillian Smith!  So, if 
you are seeking FORCES opportunities with either NYS Parks, 
NYS DEC or both, please reach out to Amy!  Of course, we 
always have so much going on within our NYS Parks Regions, 
and this edition of our newsletter is packed full of past, present 
and future initiatives!  Our 2022 Whoôs Who is just about to hit 
our website, but in the meantime you can check out our names 
listing of 2022 FORCES Stewards on Page 14. 
 
FORCES Stewards, projects, programs and progress would 
not be possible without all the amazing people on our Team. It 
is with great ñbittersweetnessò (as Ally says) that we announce 
Allie Tillman will be moving on to another chapter of her 
professional and personal journey (see her story on Page 2).  
We will really miss you Allie, best of luck to you! 
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A Farewell to FORCESé..                                                                                 
Allie Tillman, Park Ranger 2, Niagara Region (former FORCES Program Specialist, Niagara Region) 

 If youôve ever attended one of my Professional Development talks,                  
whether it be in the form of casual conversation or at a formal training 
event, youôve heard me preach about all the different ways we can                        
constantly be improving ourselves within our careers. That, no matter the 
stage we are at, we should always seek and be open to opportunities for 
growth and development. Constantly talking about how taking these big 
steps and embracing change is scary, bittersweet, intimidating, and                    
exciting all at once. And I always ask, whatôs the worst thing that                       
happens? You get lucky enough to have to decide between the comfort 
you know and the endless possibilities waiting for you?  

I recently had to take my own advice and ask myself all the questions and 
prompts I often find myself coaching others through. Over the course of 
the holiday season, I chose to embrace a new opportunity and accepted 
the Park Ranger 2 position for the Niagara Region. And as I said before, 

these choices almost always have a bittersweetness to them, with this one being no exception. While I am so 
excited to begin this new chapter and have been chosen to develop our regional Park Ranger Program                         
further, it does mean I will be parting ways with the FORCES Program that I know and love.   

Coordinating FORCES in the Niagara Region for the past four years has been a highlight of my career.        
Thinking about all the great projects, programs, and people I have encountered in this role will forever bring a 
smile to my face. This program is one in a million and I am so happy to have played a part in it for as long as  
I have. The passion behind FORCES is unmatched, and I am eager to bring this approach with me to the 
Park Ranger program. So farewell FORCES- thank you for all the experiences, memories, and for being such 
an important part of my professional journey.    

Stay tuned for more Niagara FORCES updates in the next newsletter!  

For more information about our 2022 FORCES 
Stewards, see the FORCES �:�K�R�¶�V���:�K�R��������������������������������������������������
publication coming soon to our webpage! 

Send us your Selfies!      
We are always looking for great pics for 
our FORCES photo album. We know you 
are out there working hard, having fun, 
and taking some amazing shots of our 
beautiful State Parks. Please share them 
with us. It is through your collective lens 
that we see all of us together as a               

FORCES family.  


